Lectionary January 2017
Sunday, January 1, 2017 – The Circumcision of Christ (A,B,C)
Exodus 34:1-8
The Lord said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and I will write on the tablets the
words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount
Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain. No one shall come up with you, and let no one be
seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain.” So Moses cut two tablets of
stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him,
and took in his hand two tablets of stone. The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed
the name of the Lord. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children
and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.” And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the
earth and worshiped.
Psalm 8:1-9
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Romans 1:1-7
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended from David according
to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience
of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all
those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Luke 2:15-21
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that
had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

Sunday, January 8, 2017 – First Sunday after the Epiphany (A)
Isaiah 42:1- 9
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will
bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed
he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow
faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. Thus says God,
the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives
breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will
take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the
eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the
Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. Behold, the former things have come
to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”
Psalm 89:1-20

BCP 450
Page 1 of 5

Acts 10:34-38
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news
of peace through Jesus Christ ( he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning
from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.”
Matthew 3:13-17
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Sunday, January 15, 2017 – Second Sunday after the Epiphany (A)
Isaiah 49:1-7
Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called me from the womb, from
the body of my mother he named my name. He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid
me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in
whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet
surely my right is with the Lord, and my recompense with my God.” And now the Lord says, he who formed me from
the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him—for I am honored in
the eyes of the Lord, and my God has become my strength—he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy
One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they
shall prostrate themselves; because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
Psalm 40:1-11
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I Corinthians 1:1-9
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, To the church of God
that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call
upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ
Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ
was confirmed among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
John 1:29-41
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ I
myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know
him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is
he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” The next
day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following
and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed
with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was
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Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”
(which means Christ).

Sunday, January 22, 2017— Third Sunday after the Epiphany (A)
Amos 3:1-8
Hear this word that the Lord has spoken against you, O people of Israel, against the whole family that I brought
up out of the land of Egypt: “You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all
your iniquities. Do two walk together, unless they have agreed to meet? Does a lion roar in the forest, when he has no
prey? Does a young lion cry out from his den, if he has taken nothing? Does a bird fall in a snare on the earth, when
there is no trap for it? Does a snare spring up from the ground, when it has taken nothing? Is a trumpet blown in a city,
and the people are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless the Lord has done it? For the Lord God does nothing
without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets. The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord God has
spoken; who can but prophesy?”
Psalm 139:1-11
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I Corinthians 1:10-17
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s
people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or
“I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were
you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one
may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not
know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with
words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
Matthew 4:12-23
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and
lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of
the Gentiles—the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow
of death, on them a light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called
them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among
the people.

Wednesday, January 25, 2017— The Conversion of St Paul (A,B,C)
Acts 26:9-21
Paul said to King Agrippa, “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus
of Nazareth. And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority from
the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them. And I punished them often in all the
synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I persecuted them even to foreign
cities. In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. At midday,
O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those who journeyed
with me. And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the
Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for
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this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I
will appear to you, delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you to open their
eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the
region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with
their repentance. For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me.”

Psalm 67:1-7
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Galatians 1:11-24
For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not
receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard
of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing
in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.
But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son
to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go
up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of
the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother. (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) Then I went
into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.
They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And
they glorified God because of me.
Matthew 10:16-22
Jesus said, “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as
doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be
dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. When they deliver you
over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in
that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver brother
over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will
be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”

Sunday, January 29, 2017— Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany (A)
Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you
mountains, the indictment of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has an indictment
against his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you?
Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent
before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam
the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the
Lord.” “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with
burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers
of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O
man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?
Psalm 37:1-6

BCP 384

I Corinthians 1:18-31
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is
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the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men.
For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are
not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of
your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Matthew 5:1-12
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he
opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons
of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
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