Lectionary February 2017
Sunday, February 5, 2017 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany (A)
Habakkuk 3:2-6, 17-19
O Lord, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O Lord, do I fear. In the midst of the years revive it; in the
midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy. God came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount
Paran. His splendor covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. His brightness was like the light; rays
flashed from his hand; and there he veiled his power. Before him went pestilence, and plague followed at his heels.
He stood and measured the earth; he looked and shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; the
everlasting hills sank low. His were the everlasting ways. Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the
vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd
in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he
makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places.
Psalm 27:1-5
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I Corinthians 2:1-11
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or
wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in
weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power
of God. Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this
age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the
ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love him”—these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in
him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
Matthew 5:13-20
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A
city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not
a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Sunday, February 12, 2017 – Septuagesima (A)
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You
shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field
right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall not strip your vineyard
bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner:
I am the Lord your God. You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. You shall not
swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. You shall not oppress your neighbor
or rob him. The wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you all night until the morning. You shall not curse the
deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the Lord. You shall do no injustice
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in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.
You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor:
I am the Lord. You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you
incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.”

Psalm 71:1-14
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I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is
building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. Let no one
deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become
wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and
again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” So let no one boast in men. For all things are
yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and
you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.
Matthew 5:38-48
Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not
resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone would
sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him
two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. You have heard
that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward
do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.”

Sunday, February 19, 2017 – Sexagesima (A)
Isaiah 49:8-18
Thus says the Lord: “In a time of favor I have answered you; in a day of salvation I have helped you; I will keep
you and give you as a covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages, saying to the
prisoners, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall feed along the ways; on all bare heights shall
be their pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, for he who has pity
on them will lead them, and by springs of water will guide them. And I will make all my mountains a road, and my
highways shall be raised up. Behold, these shall come from afar, and behold, these from the north and from the west,
and these from the land of Syene.” Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing!
for the Lord l has comforted his people and will have compassion on his afflicted. But Zion said, “The Lord has
forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me. Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion
on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have engraved you on the palms
of my hands; your walls are continually before me. Your builders make haste; your destroyers and those who laid you
waste go out from you. Lift up your eyes around and see; they all gather, they come to you. As I live, declares the
Lord, you shall put them all on as an ornament; you shall bind them on as a bride does.”
Psalm 62:1-6
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I Corinthians 4:1-13
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is
required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you
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or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord
comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each
one will receive his commendation from God.
I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may learn by us not to go
beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. For who sees anything
different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did
not receive it?
Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings! And would
that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of
all, like men sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. We are fools
for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in
disrepute. To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, and we labor,
working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we entreat. We
have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.

Matthew 6:24-34
Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a
single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much
more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.”

Sunday, February 26, 2017— Quinquagesima (A)
Exodus 24:12-18
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone,
with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses rose with his assistant
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to
you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount
Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. Now
the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people
of Israel. Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty
nights.
Psalm 99:1-9
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Philippians 3:7-14
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I may
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any
means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect,
Page 3 of 4

but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have
made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Matthew 17:1-9
Six days after Peter had confessed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus took with him Peter
and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses
and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three
tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen
to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them,
saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. And as they were
coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the
dead.”

Page 4 of 4

